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1 . THE QUALITY PRESS GIVES FRONT PAGE PROMINENCE TO THE 
ANNOUNCEMENT IN COMMONS YESTERDAY BV MULLEY OF THE UK 
GO-AHEADFOR NIMROD (REFTEL). THE TIMES HEADLINES IT AS 
'NATO UPSET BY CHOICE OF NIMROD "; AND THE FINANCIAL 
TIMES AS "NIMROD GO-AHEAD A POPULAR VERDICT". THE DAILY 
TELEGRAPH AND THE GUARDIAN ALSO GIVE THE SUBJECT FULL 
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PLAY. 

2. THE REPORTING IS STRAIQHTFORWARD, EMPHASIZING TECHNO- 
LOGICAL AND EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS FOR UK AND FACT THAT 
BRITISH WILL PUSH TO MAKE NIMROD INTEROPERABLE WITH NATO 
AEW/AWACS . MOST OF THE REPORTING PICKS UP THE POINT 
MULLEY MADE AT A PRESS CONFERENCE THAT HE HIMSELF PRE- 
FERRED A COLLECTIVE NATO DECISION CENTERED ON AWACS. 

3. THE OVERALL REACTION IS TO WELCOME THE NIMROD 
DECISION. FOR EXAMPLE, DONALDSON (THE AIR CORRESPONDENT 
FOR THE DAILY TELEGRAPH) WRITES THAT "A BIG SIGH OF 
RELIEF IS THE RAF'S REACTION TO THE ANNOUNCEMENT..." 

THE GUARDIAN QUOTES WINSTON CHURCHILL (A CONSERVATIVE 

DEFENSE SPOKESMAN) AS SAYING THAT NIMROD IS "... A 
SUPERB PIECE OF BRITISH TECHNOLOGY..." BUT ALSO NOTES 
THAT MULLEY CONSIDERED NIMROD UNTIL JUST RECENTLY "... A 
FALL BACK OPTION." MULLEY ALSO ADMITTED THAT ACHIEVING 
COMPATIBILITY AND INTEROPERABILITY BETWEEN AWACS AND 
NIMROD "WOULD BE A PROBLEM" BUT HE PROMISED BRITISH 
WILL PUSH FOR "MAXIMUM INTEROPERABILITY AND 
COMPATIBILITY." 

4. THE PRESS PLACES BLAME FOR THE FAILURE OF NATO TO 
AGREE, EXCEPT IN PRINCIPLE, ON AWACS AT GERMANY'S 
DOORSTEP AND MOST OF THE REPORTING ASSERTS THE SMALLER 
NATO NATIONS HAD LITTLE ENTHUSIASM FOR THE COST OF 
AWACS. 
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